than equal learning and research, has brought to the task a much sounder and more impartial judgment and better taste, while he is altogether free from that spirit of anecdote-mongering in which his garrulous predecessor so largely indulged.
The history of the subject is divided, by Von Siebold, into three periods:
the ancient, the middle, and the modern. In matters of practical midwifery, however, and especially as respects the operation of turning, we find that opinion had retrograded during the century which had elapsed since iEtius. (pp. 181-240.) Fourth period. This is that in which the cultivation of medicine was confined to the Arabs; an age in which the advance made was small, though time was occupied, not altogether uselessly, in examining and arranging the labours of by-gone years. The barbarous operations of midwifery were still retained, but attempts were made to lay down laws for their employment. The first author during this period was Serapion, in whose practice we find full proof of the decline of midwifery since the days of JEtius. He forbids the extraction of the child by the feet, and recommends in different labours that the feet should be amputated, with 
